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Who was executed at TyzuRN, Oktober 
. 27th. 1773+ 


F or gail Bank-Notes and Caſh (the Property of 
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A great number of artful Robberies, and how his 
Father firſt taught him to Thieve: His many 
| narrow Eſcapes and quick Inventions to evade 


dhe Hand of Juſtice: His Behaviour in | Newgate 
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ing in the houſe of M. Dominique Catt elenii I 
leſtras, in Oxford- ſtreet, on he” 2 3d. oF a, 
following arkicles, being the 3 T. 
Kenttick, « 4 leger inn horſes, bs aa 0 
ofthe. abovelaid Gent) man” VIZ. R$ e 
| notes — 100]. each, 126 priincas in money, 5 
I watch, value 3 die f urſe, and one canva 
The ſubftatce of Mr, - Kendricks evidence, w 
that he had been robbed of three” bank” note 8 
100 l, acht which he had put into the” der oF 
bureau, in A pafonr” bn the BP flo In the 
1 21ſt. of' 10. lat, he faw*th& notes in "the ple | 
- FF forthe lift time“ That the te Was 4 Priviite pa : 
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= | ww Bis appartment, the br cf Which wr often 
"Þ left cm the Be. - | 
. A 8 Sl lle 
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He -hkewiſe-related he-wouble b FY had 3 at 

to trace one of the 100l. notes, as it went through 
many hands before it eame to the bank, and by 

Which he found out Philip Jones. Jones declares 

chat Clamtbn carne to him ta the Horſe Fair in Rea- 

ding, and ſaid he wanted to buy a horſe or two and 
he Tow with Claxton to the George, and there ſaw 

bar Sap qa buy for him; Claxton went 

PE: and. bought a horſe and a gr mare, of Mr. Guy; 

; - who changed the note, yd the order of Clanton 
ERR 1 horle to Landon, gee” that he ſaw Cox 

at Claxton's s after he came to town. 

It appeared that Mr. Kendrick (who is a capital 


85 A in 8 ſerves the Fr h King, and 
the princip of France) had ſuſtained the 
toſs 01 the 8 ſum; but it did not ap- 


pear that his lodgings has been broke open, or 2 
that the locks of in b bureau had been ſorcet. 
One of the eaſhiers of the Bank producing a Front 

note in court, it was handed to Mr. 1 the 


78 ä en. who declared, that from his recoleQion of 

. $7 the figure: of 3, with the other fgures that were 

1 marked on the back of it that it Was one of the notes 
of wh ich he had been robbed. 


xton (who was ſuppoſed to be an accomplice 
FO robbery) gave evidence as follows: I have 
vn Cox between two and three years; I think it 
* . ng was ſeven weeks (I am no ſcholar) I 
was al fl. the Three 14 in New-ſtreet, Shoe-lane, by 
Were I work; I faw 77 going by; he had been 
- Log? before with me; I. ſpoke to him: he aſked 
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chaiſe to Hounſlow.; we ſet out about three, © 


| head; we got to Reading the next morning between 


ten and eleven o'clock; we intended to ſtop there, 


money in horſes as anything 'elſe; if bou zht worth 
had got 


be very expenſive to go there, apd I could n 
ry. vell afford it: he ſaid if you will go 1 will pay 


your expences; I ſaid it would be very dear; he; 


* 


a . + © ; nne 11 1 8 x f : 
{aid he would have a poſt-chai e;.1 agreed to go 


with him; be ſaid he had got, a/aool. bank note: 


he took it out and gave t me into my hands; La- 


r eee e 
greed to go, I think as the next day; 1 eptithe 


- * 


note in my cuſtody; we ſet out next day, and went. 


it was about fix in the afternoon that he came, on a 


” * " , 


from the White Horſe in or near Gray's-inn-lane, 


an 4 f | + 4.28633 ..4 3-8 £ 4b 5 SOS 33S) k A $2: 3.88 
in the afternoon ; from thence we went to: Maiden - 


feeing a fair there W e to, buy borſes - Cox 


fad he was going to Briſtol to ſee. his uncle. We 
put up at the George at Reading, fitting in the par- 
jour, I faid to Cox, here is a horſe fair I believe ; 
I aſked the man belonging to the inn, whether there 
vas not a fair? he faid there would be on Monglay ;. 
I went out and faw one Phil Jones there; I gave 
him 6d. to drink; I faid, youare a Judge of a horle, 
if you can buy one or two worth the money, buy 


them; he ſaid he would, for I had mentioned to 


Cox, when 1 faw the horſes, that he might buy 


> 


ſome horſes; he ſaid he would as ſoon: lay out his 


the money ; Phil Jones came and ſaid he 


- a little horſe and a grey mare, and came and took 
me to look at them; I went to Mr. Guy, and gaye; 


"© WW. 


pd I could not ve-) 
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Friday; we went from the White Horſe in a poſt- 
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Collier, Georg LS De ON (9 ne of Mr. Childs clerks) 
re, | 


Mr. Claxton's houfe; he. alke 


v3 


5. Fee by re tri 005 Pe gare t che change 10 | 


© horſes, | ; 

The he, ee Viz, Mr. An Mr. 
William Lati WI nem Gardner, a Caſhie 
the bank, e Wp os Knapp, Mr. White, 
Mr. Gu ae hin Jer, afl mentioned i in Mr. Ken- 


5 > Evidelite Fore 1 


the ſeveral. p rtjculars 
Ee e affitmef they "hat u ? \ 


mots: Morgan 1 am. 2 8 con able — Cox was 
kae 15 Was leht Lor to & 15 Blue 88 40 — in 


a "48 1 die one 11 airs, bo was 1 old man's 


room, Re uſe 24 to make f it bis home, 12 found 


E ſix notes 1 pon "Bis uncle, one. Welt; two of | 
8 them a are in the namic EY Claxion., 


* 1 1 Ns „ Cn 


— 1 5 % l 1 


8 0 0 > >. DF. F E N N 50 E. 1 
on L5ra, orf the 1285 'of, 15 oy. 10 a 

me tc 10. f own. ai 
have ſome breakfaſt he ſaid he was. 8 to a fale 
to buy ſome trunks ; T3 was to hays” One for 188. he 
had bought fothe : 1 1 LON, a, litt 4d, chile at. laſt, 
he aſked me whether F-wou a FO. Mauer W 5, him ag 


how! to go, bee ue 1 Nag 


far as Reading? T. faid.) fel Haid 1] C Jide hot know 


be Wanted te 80 down to 805 05 A Foun. ol horſes ; 
fard if faw ev Ty a once t that * would, | my me to Yep 
one, and 1 won bay. him when he came to town, 
fort J had but five” guͤmneas about me ; he youu a 
itile 


115 14 


r fa ed ha 


„ Se 


to be ay at. bome ; he laid 


0 — 


Ms A. n 
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it to one Giddijif's 


upto town T gave him eight ness for little grey 
Wes 1 bad not the 100 WES 1 4553 112 5 5 


Weſt,” "who. was apprehended with him for this laſt 
offerice, is ſufficiently known, and Cox vi 
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little poney ; J 3 to town upon it it; I carried - 
FOR e Wall; 1 when I came 


he did not ſhew it to me. ie 82 | 
On Friday, che 20th. of / Aug paſt, 17 Villiam 


7 


c was indifted at the Seſſions of: wy Peace, held 
4®) Juftice Hall in the Old Alley, When, aft after a full 


earing of the above eee the Jury with- 


drew, Zul i in about ten minuets returning, brought 
in their verdif; G DEATH. 0 


William Cox, the ſon of Mr, and Mrs. Cox, of | 


Holywell-lane Shoreditch, had the, Nene misfor- 
tune to be trained in the W. s of x icying, ; almoſt 
from his Infancy: and his abi ities Was of that ki 


which rather tended. to make him crafty than wilc . 

Cox, the father, (by trade a ribbon-weaver).b 

; convicted of ſome felonious practices, received ſen- 
tehce of tranſportation,” and vis probably till livi ing, 

though 1 in ignominious flavery. The mother of our 

young culprit i is alive, and bears the charafter, of an 
honeſt woman ; and in fact, ſhe is the only. honeſt 


perſon” m the family. the character of his unc 


ther, now about twelve 7 of age, ho is what 


the vulgar call a Anowing Kit dley ; ; and another bro- 
| _— not long ſince gegen 3 hore. no beter cha- 
| 7 ere” | 
Fhe firſt robbery that &vef 'young 3 pm 
ted was in, company. with his father. andi it was per- 
d in the e te Abe father and 
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2 2 was * iis a Voce little «x: were king 
rough Croſvenor-ſtreet, when the old man, ob- 


ſerving a filver tankard ſtanding in a window, at- 


tempted to ſteal it; but the railing before the houſe 
preventing bis reaching it, he hoiſted the child oyer 
the rails, who eaſily. took the tankard out of the 
_ window, and gave it to his father, who. lifted him 
back im 5 the Riker,” Thus was this child initiated 
into tl Aries of jniquity, at a time of life when. 
"REFS ny able diſtinguiſh on the propriety or 
impro riety of his own conduct; and whoſe nume- 
Tat und extraordinary eſcapes from the hand of 
pete have only ſerved to harden a mind not im- 
d: With a kene of impending danger, or iNumi- 
with the rays of virtue. 
© Tipmediately after Cox's firſt adventure with 5 


> Father, he commenced pickpocket, and ſoon became, 


_ the moſt deFtrous of his profeſſion. In praceſs of, 
dime, he was fo very expert at his bali that it 
has been a common cuſtom in ſeveral public houſes. 
which he frequented, in the neigh ourhood. of 


Clerkenyell, to lay wagers that he ſhould pick the 


eket of any perſon in company of his, watch, 


5 3 that perſons knowledge, though. the party 


was previoully” « on his guard. In this cale, young 

Cox and the party uſed to walk backward and 72 

ward in the room, converſing on indifferent ſub- 
jects, and Cox never failed to Win the . by 
picking the Le notwithſtanding all the e 
tion ofthe other. 

He would likewiſe often pick the pockets of bis, 

acquaintances in mere jeſt, only to ſhew his dexte- 

' Hity; but he conſtantly returned the property ſo 
obtained. | It 
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council to bri 


It is ne by t thoſe who are e well ac 
. his prattifes ſtolen more than ten thouſand 


8 
with his circumſtances, that he has in the courſe af 


pounds 


for his own ſhare; and that he had ſeveral hundred 


pounds in the flocks : 3 but uſed ſuch caution as not 
But prongs it will be 
aſked what he did with all this money? But Wo- 
ever conſiders the many times he has oeen tried for 
his offences, and has, as often been obliged to fee 
him off, and his manner of living 
while in priſon; and the little money a thief gets for 
what he ſells, will not be at a loſs w account for the 
diminution of ſo large a capital. x: 
About ſeven years ago, when bs was . in 
Clerkenwell Bridewell on a charge of picking 


to appear as his property. 


z 


pockets, he was ragged and wretched 


vermin ; but of late yerrs be has been. dreſſed ra- 


One exploit was at Homerton : Paſſing 


ther in a gay ſtile, and has been remarkably neat 
and decent in bis appearance. 


alone 
thro”. that village, he eſpied thro! the ni of a 


gentleman's houſe, a ſervant laying the cloth in a 


back parlour; Cox, watching his opportunity in the 
abſence of the ſervant, got thro' the window into. 
the parlour, and carried off all che plate from the 


_ fide-board undiſcovered, tho' the family were then 


walking 1 in the garden which fronted this room. 


About four years ago, going down Water-lane, 


he e into a Katiener. $ ſhop, and aſked for the 
B- "FE 


of. | 
| beyond all de- 
ſcription, and his whole body one perfect ſcene of 
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bee. open 8 he fait wells 9 Lon his Giter,/ 
| The: gentlewoman of the: houſe went up ſtairs for 
the play, and while the was gone, Cox filehed a ſil- 
ver Tpooh. The ſpoon! wat ſoon miſſed, and upon | 
__ enquiry dne of the children ſaid, He ſaw little 
maſter W aicatig Cox) at play with itt. 
While he was walking W Hanover - ſtreet, he 
obſerved a window. of a houſe open, and being pre- 
Sh viouſly provided with a tame ſparrow, he let it fly 
of into the houſe, and the door being open, he went 
in as to ſeek for it. It chanced that there was 
an old lady in the houſe, whom bearing, he took 
refuge in the area; after having filled bo dre 207 
with ſpoons, ſalts, and other plate. 
diſcovering him there, he burſt en and bei 
ge ſhe would give him bis ſparrow, as his mother 
Fould beat Him if he went home without it. The 
lady complied, and the e raſcal mn e 
; with his booty. * 
He once went to the caſtie, © -publie-twufe, near 
85 Shojediohichurch; under pretence of enquiring for 
_ © a Mrs: Robinſon, a Laundreſs, who lodged: there: 
FEE he eakily obtained admittance, and Mrs. Robinſon 
bY ing at home, he ſecreted and carried off plate 8 
mount of fourteen pounds. 


While ſome duſt-men rer loading a cart, in 
Hanover-ſ{quare; he got Unperceivet'1 into-the houſe 
and ſtole fome- inn afid a watch, and two ſilver 
_ candleſticks. - For this' offenee he was afterwards 
N and dearried 8 82 Sir N Fielding, 
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—̃— — " fr 
by e , F e * 7 5 9 * — — — — AR 
— P. L q 4" : * ; IJ 1 R . = £7 | 
r 5 , 
. 
19 9 6 SWF - As. * JEL a 
' > "SEMIS N 
my * l 1 3 
— a | 9. 2 r 
vp ; #5 
CI 


ud 
he aking an „Au he had anne eie effetis, e 
he arfwered; If I had got them, T. ſhould have LE 
Me wines hroth of them before now, 3 Uabuclay EY” 


they are bojled down by this time.” pies | 4 5 7 
9; ad At another ume he gotlinto the houſe of a corn- La 


Chandler; in Fenehurehiſtrect, and ftole four bank | TH 
| - Hotes el. Kaen. ant all ehe money in the till. . 


One day walking” vp Bagnio-court,' 1 wi „ 
Meet, "ſeeing a u doof open, be with his uſual c {30 
dom, went in, and being g into a back. room, he 2 

15 long in fearching for booty, chat the gentle ERS. 
mal 6f h@hduſe futpriſie bim before he was aware, 
and "demanded his bwſineſs. Oox anſwered, that 
he ẽ ted to ſpeale with his ſervant: But it very _ 
_ainhckly happened, that che gentleman|at that time 
Bad no ſervant; and from this ciremmſtance Fuſe 
pedting that" Col had no good deſigir in Hand, laid 
hold of him, and was going to take bim before a 
. "magiſtrate ; / but 8 gentleman coming in juſt at that 
time, as ſo ſtruck with"Cox's boyiſh appearance, TT 
that hie miterpoſed-in' His behalf, and pleaded ſo ef- 
. feQuallyfor him, that the maſter of the Houſe was 

prevailed on to releaſe him. eee 0 
Cox was remarkable fer a preſence of mind, by 
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"dangers. ' He tobk' particular notice of a houſe in 
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which hie underſtood, by enquiry, were ſeveral 
lodgers. In this houſe he found means to intro- 
ned to be 
t a jar; nll going up 1 75 875 landing: 1 85 
"hop on 
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© oh ihe firſt floor, he met an elderhy lady, whom he 
5 readily accofted with; «Your ſervant ma'am.” To 

Which ſhe as civilly returned, Vour ſervant, ſir- 5 
Then mounting to the ſecond. ſtory, 
door open, went in, and ſeeing a gold watch at the 
beds-head, took it- In returning down ſtairs he 


met the ſame lady again, and the fame compliments 


© paſſed between them as before, and he; went r 
1  -unſuſpetted, The lady Toon after he was: gone, ge- 


ing up to her room: miſſed hei watch, and imagin- 


2 ing that ſome of the lodgers had pl ed the wag 
ith it; ſhe, in good humour taxed. 0 

but they all ſeriouſly denying that they knew any 
thing of the matter, ſhe at laſt, found to her coſt, 
that the ſuppoſed jeſt was meither besten nor worle, 


* a ee robbery.” 
Every boyiſh trick that be: conld i invent, Was vlad 


8 an ny to help forward the perpetration of his 
crimes. At one time he gat playing at peg-top with 


. a gentleman's fon, at the door of his father's houſe, 


at Stoke Newington ; and while the youth was in- 


tent on his game, Cox went into bouſe, and 


ſtole a ſilver pint mug and ſix ſpoons, elimi ng 


On a Sunday, about two years ago, he watched 


pounds, which he carried into 


ends. 


* 


be found a 
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mily out of their houſe in Grofye- - 
2 3 then got into the houſe, ſtole plate, io 

the amount of fiſty 
Oxford-ſtreet, where he took a coach, and | convey Os 

ed them to his lodging. 
A s; he had a very hoyiſh appearance, he uſed fre- 
wt quently to make uſe of that circumſtance to get his 


he 
10 
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ents: 


way 
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86 
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any 


rle, 


ends. It FOE. no uncommon. FT IR wh bie, 
to play at marbles with young gentlemen before the 

doors of their. parent's houſes, and to watch the firſt 
e of Funning | in, and. ee a rob- 


immediate 
oft, 


13 3 


ery... 
„„ . of action he ulated at a gentle- 


mans houſe in Montague · ſtrect, Spittal-fields: ha- : 


ving got ve 
aà conſider 


being got about half way 


privately into the houſe, and finding 


down ſtairs with it, his 


mitted; and at the next ſeſſion in the Old Bailey, 
an indictment was preferred againſt him, which * 
HA] jury returned /gnoramus. 


At Wanſtead in Eſſex, every Falter. the ge ntry 
4 in that neighbourhood; have what they call the la- 

dies or Faſter hunt. Cox and his companions went 
thither, not ſo much to partake of the diverſion, as 

+ to do the buſineſs of their own proper vocation. 

Cox obſerving a houſe where the family were all 


eagerly intent on viewing the ſport, and the door a 


jar, he ſlipt in ynperceiyed, and made a Prize of a 


pepper-caſtor, à pair of ſalts, a ſet of tea-ſpoons, 


and a tobacco-box (all of ſilver) which he took away 


' unobſerved; and inſtantly. remounting, joined the 


company, who. were juſt ſetting off in purſuit of 


the Stag. While they were on the chaſe, Cox find- 
ing the ſaddle girths looſe, alighted to tighten them. 
This incident 3 hay e WPF, of fatal conſe- 
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ity of plate, he pack d it up and 


foot ſlipping, he ſell to * bottom. The noiſe oc- 
.cakioned by his falling alarmed the family, he was 
ly ſeized, paw before a Juſtice and com- 
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bende to Nr for in remounting, one of the falls 
4 ropped out of his pocket. 'Though'this wr obſer- 


ved by feveral perſons who! were riding by him, 


ye that he might not ſeem under e or the 
accident, he careleſly took up the ſalt, replaced it 
in his pocket, mounted and rejoined the comp Pany. 


At the late grand rebiew of the Navy; at Port!. 


mouth, a multitude oT people reſorted from all p Parts, 
to gratiſy their ciriofity; in ſeeingſſo Aebi a 
Thee But the pteſence 'of a great number _ | 
nobility, and pe ons of the'fi diftinion; . 

men and 171 lone 795 0 
; waz anc 1 added grand | 
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liar luſtre 1 115 
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Cox, we ieh bes ful «oma fot r 10 tal an 
ed of exerting his abilities, in the exerciſe 


his proper profeſſion. For this pu urpoſe, he dreſ- 


Ad bel in the babit Of 2'midſhipman, and in 


that diſguiſe introduced himſelf into the beſt ſort of 
company, and by bis artful management, made ſo 
_  goad uſe of his time, as to bring. off to the value of 
upwards of 3ool. in watches, Nen and other va- 
luable commodities. f, n en 


OA” Upper' Holloway,” Cox obferving a door to 
ſtand open, bh 


Cox's 8 OY well Tee tht t t he Vas s 


de the feſtivity of lle 


„rens 13 


ipped i ints the houſe, and ſtole Hl- 
ver ſpoons A tinef? to ein enten de amount. 
N A wödllen-drap ers ſhop in Blackfriars, was fome | 
iii fincefobb'd Pe chene lie yards of broad cloth, 
and though the thief was neve brought to e 
| e * 
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W F 2 
Cox àt one ume enter d and robbed a chandler's 8 


ſhop on Saffron-hill, by means of a falſe key, which 
weld open almoſt; any door, having, no wards, but 


bon og keto ofir. road on org lr gi. 
* * * » N ; : 
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By Alt of a, kalſe key of this' ind. our eto ro” 7 

ies a houſe in King reet, W. apping, whence 54 
go conveyed off linen and plate to. A conſiderable 
amount. by the 9 5 means he Hkewiſe procured 
nee in Gun-ſtr cet, Spital- fields, an Wobbed 

, a and other plate. ; 

It has been a frequent cuſtom with bim to 1 


cura admiſſion into houſes by obtaining, the names 


of the children of the family, learning here they - 
were at boar g. choc, ail reien to he & e 
ſchool-fellow. This bait commonly Ty Aol ad. 
mirahly well, as he rarely left the honſe withou 
bringing off a valuable booty, and the people of . 
the Beute ſeldom ſuſpeRted the young entleman's | 
tale till it was too. late to detect the We 

As he was. paſling thro' Cheapſide, pretty early 
one morning, obſerving a journeyman taking down 
the ſhutters of a ſhop, h he ſlipt in by him, and laid 


OP 


himſelf down in a corner, where he "bug uche h himſelf _ 
| wee concealed ; .hur Bent od by a Y 


little | 
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| Keke Sund belongi onging to the -'<ap Gon in- 
nd . Rantly cried whoop; and on the boy's! coming, up 
te him, Cox caught hold of his arm, and at _ 
fame time cried out, it is your turn to hide now; 
Which he would have it believed, be was at play ws 
the children's old game of whoop and hide, and that 
he had miſtaken the errand-boy ior one of his play- 
fellows. | Cox's: quick turn of wit on this occaſion, 
. ſerved him ſo well, that the people in the ſhop had 
no ſuſpicion of his being a 5 but let him 
0 quietly away, without any farther quiry into 
8 0 pf Ht his G e — 95 
: ne evening, not long ſince, he ſecreted e 
in the houſe of an eminent Linen-draper, not far 
from W He concealed himſelf in the 


ftreet-dbor with a pick-lock key, and carried.away 
2 1 of ſuperfine linen, worth 100l:.,. . 
At another time, having got the name of a lady 
in Soho-ſquare, "who dealt with a chamber-miliner 
In Totenham-court Road, he went thither under 
pretence of beſpeaking a ſet of ruffles for the lady, 
ut when there, he found means 10 conceal himſelf 


| Tome fine linen and laces, ſome tea-fpoons, a filver 


coming along the paſſage, 1 3 had no way to eſcape 
Peing faken Pat by Finde 2 under the bed, where 
e lay, ſmug with his bundle for ſeveral hours, but at 
ſt got off with it, — with no fmall difficulty 
1 and hazard. 


* 


cellar, and in the middle of the night opened the 


fo well. in the chamber, that he made à bundle of 


handle knife and fork, and a few trinkets, with 
which be was marching off, -when hearing ſomebody | 
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At one anne. Cox and the famous Darts, the | 
fighter, were making bets at the Black Raven in 
Fetter lane, where Cox found means to {weep off 
all the caſh, with which he made his eſcape. 
A girl who was kept by Cox uſed to make a fre. 
quent practiſe of pledging ſome trifle at the pawn- 
| broker's; in à ſhort time ſhe would go to redeem 
her pledge, and our hero uſed to attend her. While 
the pawn-broker was gone up ſtairs for the effects, 
Cox ed to take the opportunity of examining the 
| ſhop, and ſeldom failed of carrying off goods to the 
amount of more than twenty times the value of the 
chings which his lady came to redeem. 


Cox, at one time, by means of a falſe key ob- 


tained entrance into a houſe in Seacoal-lane, near 
' Snow-hill, which he robbed of linen to a conſider- 
able amount, and conveyed it away undetefted. 


Being one day at a Ibuſe in Iflington, he ſtole a 
watch; but before he could carry it off, he was ſeiz'd 


with it in his hand. Being in this woeful Gzuation, 
and the people chreat ning to take him before a jul. 


tice, he burſt out into a flood of tears, and proteſt- 
ing he took it only to fee whether it was time for 


bim to go ſchool, his boyiſh look and counterfeit 


ſimpheity, fo wrought on their credulity, that they 


let him go without any farther examination. 


Mr. Cox had an adventure at Paddington, which 


at the fame time that it ſhows with how much arti- 
fice he could act, proves allo that his ſimplicity of 
conduEt was the moſt exquiſite part of that artifice. 
He was playing according to his frequent cuſtom, 
with ſome children at the door of a gentleman's 
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r9, equally brave.and.captioug, Haid dll che dinner 
was ended; then renewedzhis play. with the young 


gentlemen, and while the youths were, engaged in 


play, he ſlipped into tbe hie, and ſtole a; very 
large guantit of plate. 
Jome Texv, years agg, a man 2g a woman N. 
had poſitively yorn againſt, Cox belore a juſtice of 
peace, ſwore, as poſyiyely, in his fav our at the, Old 
Bailey, for the, conſideration of three guineas; nor 
is this the only inſtance in which Cox has ound the 
money Which he had acquired by diſhoneſt means, 
_ ferviceable in the extricating himſelf from thoſe dif- 
ficulties ;in-which the illegal chirſt of that gain had 


One day, as Cox way pathag.by the houſe of a 
noted linen-draper, and ſeeing the door open, he 
ſlipped up ſtairs, but pn, the firſt landing pace met 
the draper's wife, as ſha was coming out, of the. 
dining room. This accident, however, did not in 
the leaſt diſconcert him; for the moment he faw . 
her, he aſked whether one Mrs. Robinſon did not 
lodge in the houſe ?: and being anſwered in the ne- 
gative, he begged pardon and retired. Not long 
after, going by the ſame houſe, be ſaw the draper 
wife go out, when he again got in and finding in 
the laundry ſome very ſine linen, worth about 20l. 
lle fied it up in a handkerchiel, and carried it ſafe. 
Gut of the houſe; but juſt as he had got out at the 
\private or, he, ſaw the, draper coming out at his 
ſhop door :. and obſerying that he walked aſter him, 
imagined that he had a mind to flop him wth Hs 
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could; and ſeeing two boys at play together; he 


vent to them, and offered to fell them a ſmall top, 


which he took out of his pocket, but the boys re- 


ſuſing to buy it, Well then (ſaid he) VII keep it 


myſelf.“ The draper meeting with a friend, fpent 


juſt as much time in converſation with him, as Cox 


bad ſpent in talking to the: boys; ſo that on leaving 
them, he obſerved the draper following, though at 


{ome diſtance. ' Juſt by him "vas a flable-yar; where 


lived a woman with whom Cox'saunt had formerly 


lodged; of her be enquired for his aunt,” but the 
woman told bim, ſhe did not:know: where his aunt 
then lived. He then defired he mi miglit Maur his 
bundle with her, till he could-call for it: but ſne 
well knowing his character Hady reſuſed;;toi take 


care of it. Cox then left her, and as he was com- 


lag away, fawthe. draper go into a ſtable oppoſite to 
him; upon which he got into the! ſtreet as 7 as he 
8 could, and fo eſcaped that bout. : 
Our hero, like other people in polite life, how 


a monkey, of whteh he was not a little fond. This 
animal he uſed to keep tied in ſuch a ſituation, that 


when he deſcended for food; he could not recover 
Eis former tation but with the beſt help of his claws. 


It was Cox's peculiar pride aud pleaſure to give this 


monkey, apples and other fruit, tik his paws were 
ſo loaded that he could not regain the place he had 
left, and then he enjoyed the higheſt latisfattion 


from the diſtreſs to which the poor animal Was re- 


guced. 
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7 , though very wary and cunning in manage- 
ing and carrying on his'enterpriſes; yet in ſome of 
them be ſadly miſcarried. In the neighbourhood 
of the above-mentioned linen draper, lived a tailor 
of ſame note. Cox watching his opportunity, got 


: into the houſe, and going up ſtairs, on the ſecond 
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floor opened the door of a room, when to his no 
| {mall mortification, he ſaw the maſtar fitting at his 
buſineſs; however, ſoon recovering himſelf, he aſk- 
ed whether the foreman was within. The tailor re 
collecting the deſcription which the draper had giv- 
en of the perſon who had robbed him, concluded 
that Cox was the ſame rogue, and therefore replied, 
Ves the foreman is within, but: ou did not ex- 
pet to find him in this room.” directly ſeized 
him, and ſending for the linen e they took 
him before the Lord Mayor, who committed him 
to the Compter. It was not long before the Seſſions 
came on at the Old Bailey, when he was tried 
the robbery ; but the draper not being able to 1 
to the identity of his perſon, he was acquitted. On 
his ſecond examination before the Lord Mayor on 
this per-. he aſked the proſecutor what he in- 
tended to do in this matter? the draper anſwered, 
4 his: intent was to tranſport him.” © Cox replied, 
you may be d nd, do your beſt, and put the 
worſt in your pocket. 

Three weeks before. Cox s laſt apprehenſion, he 
ſtole a large quantity of linen; but a mon 
was e wn and the whole affair adjuſted, thro! 
the — and — of a woman ,who keebs a 
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. could find. The 
ing to force open the door, at laſt diſcharged a piſ 


5 C 21 1 
n in Rag: ſtreet, Clerkenwell, a 'boule 


much frequented by Cox and his companions. ' 
At a houſe in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, Cox, in com- 


pany with a man who calls himſelf captain Davis, . 
and who has been ſince capitally convifted, but re- 


prieved and tranſported, . robbed the gentleman. of 


as much plate as one man could car: 
Theſe two worthies having thus joined their 82 8 


ces, they made their attack on a pawn-broker, WR 
Chelſea: 


Their pretence was to buy ſome particu. 
lar things he had to ſell. While the broker was 


gone to another room to look for the articles they 
wanted, they ſhut the door upon him, and made it 
fo faſt, that he could by no means open it. Means + 


while they packed up ali the valuable effects they 
pawn- broker in vain endeavour- 


tol thro' it, the ball of which took away the corner 
of the captain's hat. But this did not terrify them | 


ſo much as to prevent their carrying off ou * 


the amount of iool. and upwards. 
At another time, they paid a viſit together to an 
thecary at Hoxton. Here they aſſumed new 
cane Davis was the gentleman and Cox the 


ſervant; the former deſired the apothecary's advice, 


about a certain diſorder, which he ſaid was very 
painful and troubleſome. While Davis and the 
doctor were diſcourſing over the matter in a private 
room, Cox was buly in his trade of kilching, which 
he did with ſuch luccels, as to pocket a ſiver pint 
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” Gs Ade ebipte of ae: ſpoons, with ny they | 


-% marched away undiſcovered. 


About twenty months Goce, Cox 3 Davis As 


gieed on a robbery near Bow; when Cox, though 
not preſeht at the perpetration of the crime, recei- 
ved his full ſhare of the booty. This ſeems to prove 
dhe truth of the old obſervation, that,. OE here is 
Honour among Thieves. 


72 


In a robbery they committed 3 in che 


99 houle of a counſelor near Bloomſbury-ſquare, Da- 


vis Was again maſter, and Cox his ſervant. Dav! is 
pretended he came xvith a meſſage from an attorney 


in the country, about a particular affair. The couns« 


ſellor was at breakfaſt,” and very politely aſked him 
to drink a diſh of toffee: *-Breakkifh- being. over, 


Davis delirered his ſham meſſage, and then with- 


drew. Meanwhile his man Cox had laid hold of. : a 


gold watch, a ſilver ſaucepan, and a pair of piſtols 
richly mounted, and carried them clear eff. 


It was a frequent cuſtom with Cox and a com- 
panion to go at midnight, wich a number of falſe 
keys, with which they uſed to try the locks of vari- 


ous houſes : When a lock was found which any of 


their keys wotild open, they . uſed to remark the 


prticular houſe, to which they would go on the fol - 


Towing day, and if they could watch the ſamily out, 
Cox would unlock the door of the houſe, 8 


his keys to his companion, and chen go in and ſtrip 


the premiſes of ſuch valuable articles as he cond 
4 hay his hands on. . 
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From 
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ſquare, Captain Davis! and Cox ſtole plate, fine 
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From the banks of: # foreign 8 in- Scho: 


Inen and ſilk gowns to a conſiderable amount 
As ſoon as this robbery was committed, Davis was 


ſtopped inthe houſe ; but he found means 10 make * 


his eſcape. b Igjir; 


+ Ati Rotherithe, tbe ban Davis * Oer, 5 
took down tne ſhutter of a houſe, and having broke 3 
the window, got in and ſtole ſilk gowns, cardinals,” = 


_ filver ſpoons and other valuable artzclenz with which > 


they eſcaped undiſcovered.” 
Theſe two brethren in iniquity, "Our and: Dae 


going thro St. Paul 's Church-yard: together, went 


into the ſhop of an eminent ſilverſmich and toyman, 
pretending they wanted to buy a diamond ring- 
While the filverſmith was looking over his drawers * © 
Cox had the dexterity to ſecret a pearl necklace, 5 


and ſome other articles of great value.. 


One night they ſupped together in Leiceſter- fields 


after ſupper; Davis ſmoaked his pipe over a bottle 
ol wine. 


In che mean time, Cox, who on fuch oc- 
cafions Vas never idle, went in a ſeemingly careleſs 
manner about the houſe, and paſſing from one room 


w agother, at laſt got into a room where lay a par- 


cel of hats and other goods for exportation; but 
Cox layed the owner that trouble, and carricd them 


Captain Davis and Cox having eiter the Tg 
of a hoßer and haberdaſher in Weſtminſter, took © 
the ads antage of the maſter's hack being turned, to: 
rob, the ſhop of {ilk Rpakings and ribbons Wa con- f 
&derable . | , Sluud x | 
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„„ Thi eulprit v was cried by N Mr. Baron Eyre; 3 
3 1 of London at che time when Cox had 


3 been heretofore tried, and narrowly eſcaped, and | , 
who has repeatedly and pathetically adviſed bim to 2 


_—. 
w 


—— 


—— 


bro reform his condułt, and not to ſubjett himſelf to e 
| qual diſgrace and danger! in future. | W 
fl While Cox was in Clerkenwell Bridewell, hs 
| - was fo averſe to being made a public ſhew of, thar 
| | de would not admit any but his particular acquaint- 
. ance to be introduced to him. 8 2 


J Hle has been, at all times remarkably ſober and 
_ -. abſtemious from liquors; and if at any time, his 
N company have prevailed on him to drink more than 
| it vas his cuſtom to do, the moment that he found 
that the liquor began to operate to his diſadvantage 
he never Hailed to order a coach and retire to his | 
lodgi Gt 
3 of wit, a a ready epprehenſice, IF) a 
ſteady preſence of mind, ſcarce ever ſailed him in 
the greateſt emergencies: qualities, had they been 
employed in a better cauſe, would have entitled the 
poſſeſſor to the applauſe of . friend to *. 
N 885 ant laudable ſcience. | 
2 He generally uſed to carry a confilerable ſum of 
money about him, and when he called at any of the 
__ houſes which he frequented, he would drink a ſmall 
glaſs of any kind of liquor was at hand, ang con. 
E paid a ſhilling for it. 
He uſed, when among thieves of the petty kind, 
: to boaſt, that he had a {out above deſcending to- the 
meanneſs of filching the. braſs knocker from the! 
houſe, or the ſcraper from the ſtreet- door. 1 
Of 
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of late years, he kept a little black mare, 


Aich he uſed to ride to all the races within a mode- 
rate diſtance from London, where he was generally 


a great and a ſucceſsful gambler. 


The common toaſt given by ths ober, was, 


« A health to all thieves. * we 


Our adventurer was always of opinion, that ke ; 
. ould never commit any crime, the puniſhment 


of which would amount to any thing more than 


tranſportation : and/his being dee for the rob- 
bery of Mr. Kendrick, was certainly acircumſtance ; 
beyond the utmoſt ſtretch of his i imagir nation to have 


conceived poſſible. 
Among his comrades and aſſociates, te was cal- 


led by the nick · name of Youxc Six Jonx, as be- 
ing more eminent in his profeſſion than any of his 


brethren in iniquity. 


It is a diſtinguiſhing mark in the charafler of our | 
hero, that though he keptda good horſe, he never 


committed a highway robbery, nor ever made any 


depredations on the houſes in the neighbourhood i in 
which he lived. 


It was one of Cox's moſt Gig ular pleaſures, and 


which ſhews his warm attacment to the ſex, to ſee 


his miſtreſs elegantly dreſſed This favourite of our 
-hero's was no other than the renowned Sally Clax- 
ton, ſufficiently famous for being ſiſter to Claxton, 
the evidence againſt Cox in the matter for which he 

was ſentenced to die ; but more celebrated for be- 


ing a notorious ſhop-lifter, and the choſen part ner 


of the moſt ingenious and OTE thief in his 


Majeſty” s dominions. 
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| Being, told that u th gallows would be his certain 
fate, he anſwered, . only wiſh is, a ſtrong rope: 
e 


ich when I « come there. 


6 N a good. Jack 


: Adc ing, Well, as I up Helborn, : I, will wave 
IM look At. the ſix ct? 1 *. 5 


At the N time, a Paci telling him, that a. ; he 


was. caſt only on circumſtances, he. . ht poſ ſibly x 


get off; „Ves, ſaid he, at the end of a rope. 
Nati his impriſonment, ſome pious perſon ſent 
im a letter wih advice and exhortation how to 
demean himſelf, in his preſent unhappy ſituation; 


andavith ! it a {62 of devotion to aſſi him therein. 


On opening the book, he cried out, in his uſual 


: Nis. „What's all this gammon about ?” 


On looking thro” the gate of the Preſs- yard, and 
obſerving that the man who turns the key took mo- 
ney of the people to let them in, he exclaimed with 


an oath, That fellow gets more money by making 


* a ſhew. of me, than ever I did by Garde 
Seeing a very luſty woman coming out curioſi- 


3 ty to Tee him, he ſaid, D the b——ch, ſhe 


*is come to take me off; but ſhe ſhall be difap- 
pointed, and, at the ſame time, ſpreading. the 
coat of a perſon, who ſtood before him, hid himſelf 
behind it; but finding the woman's curioſity con- 
tinued, and that ſhe ſeemed reſolved to ſee him, 
he in the mol! ſhocking language (too horrid to re- 


peat) forced her to depart. 


To ſhew what abandoned kind of company viſit 
ihe poor wretches under ſentence of death, we will 


only relate-an occurrence which bapp' ned—A fellow 


accoſted Cox, with a never mind 1 it, Bily—you'l 
| | _. *elcape 
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| priſoners on the 


«© What ! 
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1. efcape "he bi hj-cap—y ou'll come throu h this 
1 Boi Yes eplied Cox) 1 an come thro” at 
«the gallows.“ 2 
He vas daily viſited by a number of thoſe unhap- 
py women, to whoſe e artifices, but too ma- 
ny. youths have fallen a ſacrifice. © 
A perſon aſking, Where F rancis Talbot (another 


nha convict) was ?—. ox replie thts he Was 
5 5 5 Torre of Ne, Newga te, "then, with 
a concern and an CAR of ex arten that does 
ard, and” 285 * 
Cox, And do You never Pray to? a No {replied ied | 
our hero) never till after' dinner.” 


him. great honour, ſtepped forw 


n i 


At this Wies a worpan Uvatced 5 the * gate, 
and aid, Cox what can Mo eat fo r dinßer? 
—<CQ auld 100 eat à. quarter 0 


not ?—replied Cox :— „Ihen T Moe ordered it, vg 


Leid the woman; on which S immediately order- 


ed, a bottle of red- Port. | 
The ſermon reached Yefore the condemn 
Sunday, previous to their exec 
tion, was ſo. moving as to gray, tears from All pe 
Ons, EXC ting Cox; 'v ich he Obe roving; 5 
F ſuppoſe you A all think, DOR I don't 
0 ſnivel and cry as you do, T am not Affebted. 


Then turning to the ladies, he made uſe, of ari inde- - 


cent expreſſion, and ſaid, * He gueſſed what” they 
La cried for ; that, he would do all 85 could for chem 
„While living, but, when dead, it veuld be all 0 ves 
« with him.“ | 4 3891 £7! 

uſt before 1 departure fed Newgate, he Dave 
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ck Ketch half a guinea to do his buſineſs well ; 
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Tuffer, and hoped that God would receive his 
The two ſheriffs and under-ſheriff attended at the 
execution, and two perſons. cloathed in black with 
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and his man a quarter of a guinea; to pull him by 


the legs while hanging, becauſe he thought his bo- 
dy would not be heavy enough to diſpatch him, 
without more weight. 7 


» i fate be a warning to the young, the heed- 
lels and the extravagant; not to engage” in ſcenes 
of diſſipation, which their fortunes wal oy no means 


enable. them to fupport the expence of, nor their 


abilities qualify them to ſuſtain, with any degree of 


. hay reputation, which even the vicious themſelves 
would wiſh. to obtain. a 
In his 


In his paſſage to execution, his behaviour (miſ- 
taken by many for hardened and impertinent, as 


one of the the daily papers takes notice) was very 
„ 1 4 IF * # 
manly and reſigned, without over-afting his part: 


he died with, the maſt amazing fortitude and intre- 


ELF] 


fore he was turned off, Mr, Toll, the miniſter (to 


bing which affoniſhed every beholder. Juſt be. 


whole piety and tender- care for their ſouls, the 


_ Priſoners were very much indebted) with a loud and 


Hm, voice, acquainted the ſpeQators,— That 
William Cox begged their prayers ; that he owned 
he committed the, fact for which he was going to 

| ul. 


ſtaves, walked before the priſoners to the place of 
execution, where they, were allowed an hour and a 
Half for their devotion, a circumſtance not remem- 
bered for a great many years paſt, — 
Lon during his paſſage to Tyburn, held an orange 


in his hand, and feemed very ſerious . 
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of people between Newgate and Tyburn, as were 
aſſembled on this occaſion. Cox was the object of 
the general attention, and ſo anxious were the po- 


pulace to get a fight of this extraordinary culprit, 


that many perſons were thrown Joon, 2 ang trampled 
under foot. g 


Having thus brought this uncommon n Malefadtor 


to his laft exit, as a concluſion to this narrative 


hall only add, that, he was under twenty years of 
age at his Joach had been tried ſeventeen times at 


the Old Bailey ; and that, on his firſt trial, they were 


obliged to put him on a ſtool, by reaſon of the ſhort- 
neſs of his ſtature, otherwiſe he could not have been 
ſeen by the witneſſes and jury. : 


This narrative is wrote for the terrier of that pub- 
lic which has been eſſentially injured by his arti- 


| fices; and may tend to guard the honeſt and the 


careleſs i in the protection of their property; and to 
warn the young, the thoughtleſs and the extrava- 
gant, that it is only by a ſteady perſeverance in the 


Paths of virtue, that they can hope to eſcape the 
moſt ſhocking ignominy in this life, and the moſt 
conſummate miſery in a future. 

When one reads over the trials at every ſeffions 
in the Old Bailey, held eight times a year, and takes 
into that account, the numerous conviftions, at the 
aflizes held twice a year in every county through- 
out the kingdom, the number of criminals and the 


variety of felonies and offences with which they are | 


charged, and of which moſt of them are convicted, 


one cannot but ſtand amazed, chat human Bon : 
zou! 
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It is oled, dee never was ſuch a coneourſe 
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he capable of ſuch enormities, eſpecially, if 


* 
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force of evil example, generally proceeds from the 
eommiſſion of a ſmaller crime to the perpetration 


e RT 
of a greater, till che violated laws of his country, 


doom him a victim to the injuries they have, ſuſ⸗ 
n Ore 11 Dat 504 Bo -- 
_ rained.” In this caſe, the hunter number receive 
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that mercy from the hene vo 


ercy from the benevolent hands of the:Sove- 
reign, Which is equally, to he applauded and jc: 

gretted. "Tranſportation, intended as à Tavobr; u- 
Citi 8 


Si, faally terminates. in a 1 Of then great. 


__ tive country, many, by purſuing their — © 
ul- occupations, fall vidtims to the laws of thoſe colo- 
ne nies to which they are ſent; others end a wretched 
OM life chrough the change of the climate, the incle- 
ich mency of che ſeas, or the peculiar diſagreeableneſs 
bis of their ſituation as tranſports; and of the young 
IM, and healthy, many remain, ſlaves to the maſters 
fol- who. purchaſe My and the reſt pzematurely re- 
be  F turning to England, expiate with their blood, the 
eX- - aggravated offences of having. delerved an igno- 
NO- minious death, and of having forfeited a right to 
ben that renovated life, which providence, through che 
me- breaſt of the King had afforded them. 

OUS But though the dignity of humane nature is. has 
to debaſed, and every law, civil, moral, and divine, 
na || is trampledunder-foot by theſe miſereants; yet, let 
* it be ſaid, for the honour of humanity ; that there 
oly, are many men of very different principles, whoſe. 
ceE virtues ſhine as lights i in the firmament, who ſcorn a 
ice, baſe and diſhonourable action, whoſe lives, doings, 
Van- and conduct, give a luſtre to their character, and 
ged make them a bleſſing to their friends and neigh- 
the bours, and no leſs ſo to the public i in general. 

the | It is not a little aſtoniſhing, that laws, framed 
tion with the moſt conſummate wiſdom, enaQted from 
ry, | * principles of the ſoundeſt policy, and enforced with 
tuſ- a ſagacity and ftritnelſs that does honour to the 
eive 1 cleareſt heads and pureſt hearts, ſhould fail of be- 
OVE- ing attended with that effe& which the Legiſlature 
re- bad! in view, and which che officers of juſtice ſpare 
. | 
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numbers thus ignominiouſly detached from their na- 
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- 7 . their events to promote: vet fo i it is, that 


Ach excellent laws, though executed in the moſt 
impartial manner, do frequently fail of anſwerin 
| thoſe falutary pures v which they were intended 


- 


for. 5 
When children have not only the example of 
wicked and profligate parents conſtantly before 
c eyes, but are taught and initiated into all the 
myſteries of iniquity ; can we ſuppoſe, that their fu- 
ture r ill not be anſwerable to ſo hopeful a 
begining ? What kind of progreſs can we expect 


from fo wretched an outſet ? Will the roſe grow on 


a bramble, or the lilly on a ftalk of hemloce ? And 


ve may with as much reaſon i imagine, that virtue 
Vill thrive and flouriſh in a ſoil where vice has been 
ſo induſtriouſly planted. Such was the ſad caſe of 
2 unfortunate youth, Who is the melancholy ſub- 


je of theſe memoirs. He received the firſt rudi- 
ments of villainy from the bad example, and yer 


cious inſtruktions of his wicked father. 
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